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furnishing infoyaatlen -and ttoara 'wars* sob* ruaox** to this 


affect— and they, rath®? than Investigating those rumors, th*y 
preferred to give it to the F.B.I. to investigate the rumors 
themselves. As J, R&nkin, their Ga&arsjL. Counsel, said 
they would rather that agency clear its own skirts! Wall 
what this meant, of course, is that if the F.B.I, would have 
discretion if it did find a ceemstioa between Oswald and 

i taeli , bne of ?®p§ytin$£ it ©r not reporting 

i t> « 


SPECTER 2 In the .main, the F.B.I, conducted the basic line of 
investigation., But the Cossalssloa used its Independent 
judgment .wherever, say, th® F.B.I, or the Secret Service was 
involved itself so that they would not lava a tig at® themselves 
on the subjects wher® they w®ra directly involved, and I think 
the Commission showed its independence in that regard by 
criticizing the Federal Buraau - of Instigation ©ad by . 
criticising tha Secret Servic® wher® the facts warranted such 
criticism. 

On every subject where the Federal Bureau of Investigation had 
contact with the area of investigation with which I was 
intimately connected, 2 was fully satisfied with their 
thoroughness and with their eoapstsraey sad with their integrity. 

CRONKITEi Despite Hr, Specter’s defense, It is the opinion of 
CBS NEWS that the rol© of tfo® F 0 B<,X. aa well ©3 the Secret 
Service, both In the assassination and its aftermath, has been 
less than glorious,, And, to sob® extant, the performance of 
these agencies m&hsm tfos @f fcha Warren Report. 

As to what the F.B.I. and the 3 ®er®t Service did wrong before 
the assassination, wa naad look m ft irthe? than the Report 
itself, * 

It notes the Secret Service agents assigned to protect the 
President had been drinking bear and liquor into the early 
hours of the morning, that no search was made of buildings 
along the route, and that, quotas "The procedures of the 
Secret Service, designed to identify and protect against 
persons considered serious threats to the President, were not 
adequate prior to the assassination," end of quote. That is, 
the Secret Service should have known about Lee Harvey Oswald. 

But the Report goes on to point out that if the Secret Service 
did not know about him, ths F.S.X, did, and did not see fit to 
mention his existence to the Secret Service, The report Issues 
a mildly phrased yet- devastating rebuke to the F.B.I. , charging 
that it took an unduly restrictive view of its responsibilities . 
Knowing what the F.B.I. knew about Oswald, the Resort says, an 
alert agency should have listed hia aa a potential menace to 
the President. Yet. after the assassination, the Commission 
itself relied heavily on those two agencies as its investigative 
arm3 . 
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RATHER: One of the men Mr. Epstein interviewed for his 

A S 1 ! n , 8p ?Si.* r » n ° W Districb Attorney of 
hiladelphia, but in 1964, one of the principal investigators 
for the Warren Commission, charged with establishing the basic 
° f ^h e assassination. Mr. Specter thinks the Commission 
did its job well and came up with the right answers. 

SPECTER: I would say after having prosecuted a great many 

cases that seldom would you ever find a case which was as 
persuasive that Oswald was the assassin and, in fact, the lone 
assassin, and we convict people in the criminal courts every 

rt«fh leht ln C1 P Hal i’ Philadelphia. And the tlmls the 

death penalties are imposed or life imprisonment - so that - 
so that the case does fit together. 


RATHER: In separate interviews 
investigator Specter to discuss 
that must determine how well or 
did its work. 


we asked critic Epstein and 
some of the central issues 
how badly the Warren Commission 


P f rt + P f the .^ ob of the Warren Commission was restoring 
confidence in the American government. And for this he had to 
pick seven very respectable men, men who would lend their name 
and lend probity to the report. And so that the problem vaT 
seven men he picked of this sort, they would have very 
little time for the investigation. * 

They would also have two purposes. One purpose would be to 
ind the truth, all the facts. The other purpose would be to 
allay rumors, to dispel, conspiracy theories and material of 
that sort. 


SPECTER: My view is that there is absolutely no foundation for 

that type of a charge. When the President selected the 
Commissioners, he chose men of unblemished reputation and very 
standing. The. Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
united Stated would have no reason whatsoever -to be expedient 
or to search for political truths. Nor would Allen W. Dulles, 
the former head of the C.I.A., nor would John McCloy, with 
his distinguished service in government, nor would the 
Congressional or Senatorial representatives. 


Now, the same thing . was true of the staff members. When it 
came time to select the individuals to serve as assistant 
counsel and general counsel, men were chosen from various 
parts of the United States who had no connection with 
government . 


EPSTEIN: For example, there were rumors concerning the F B.I. 

or various intelligence agencies. I noticed that there were 
a number of memorandums where the — where --from Warren to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, who was in charge of the Secret 
Service, assuring that their findings wouldn't impair the 
efficiency or the morale of the Secret Service. And the same 
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Tnstead, we asked Arlaa Specks 5 , Assistant Counsel to the 
Co amission, and now District Attorney of Philadelphia, and the 
author of the single bullet theory . 

SPECTER: The possibility of one bullet having inflicted the 

wounds on both the President's neck and the Governor's body 
came in a very gradual way. For example, the first insight 
was given when Dr. Humes testified, bassd on his autopsy findings. 
And at that time it was mads clear for the first time that the 
bullet that went through the President's neck hit no bone, hit 
no solid muscle, And, according to Dr, Humes, came out with 
great velocity., 

iow, it was at that juncture that v/e wondered ior ohe . . . 

what happened to the bullet. Where did the bullet go? The 
probability is that it went into Governor Connally, because it 
struck nothing el 38 in the car. That is the single most 
convincing piece of evidence, that the one bullet hit botn men, 
because looking down the trajectory, as I did through Oswald's 
awn rifle, and others did too, the trajectory was such that it. 
was almost certain that the bullet which came out of the 
President' 3 ns ck' with gs-aat velocity would have had to have hit 
either the car or somaoia© is® tfii© car. 


kaTHER: It stated in the Warren Commission Report that belief 

in the single bullet theory is 9 quote, "not essential" - end of 
quotation - to support in the conclusion of the Warren Commissi \ 
Report, 


Now, can you describe for us any other theory, besides the 
single bullet theory, that would support the conclusions in 
Che Report? 


SPECTER: The Commission concluded that it was probable that 

one bullet inflicted the wound on the President's neck, and 
all of the wounds on Governor Connally. But ypu could have 
three separate bullets striking under the sequence as we know 
po r example, the President could have been struck at 
frame 186 of the Zapruder film, which is a number given to the 
^.apruder film. Then Governor Connally could have been struck 
some 42 frames later, which would b© a little over two and 
quarter seconds at about fra®© 228 or 2295 &hd then the thiru 
snot could have hit President Kennedy’s head at frame 313, w.ic. 
was pretty clearly established. So that it is not indispensable 
to have the single bullet conclusion in order to come to the 
basic finding that Oswald v&'S the sol©, assassin. t 

CRON KITE : The Commission's dilemma lay in the fact that it L-. •> 

to choose between two unpalatable alternatives in order to 
its case stand up. Having decided that three shots were .fired, 
and having three sets of wounds to explain, the Commission cc/, . 
or ’ y find either that all three shots hit their mark3, or that 
one of the three bullets hit two aerio 


.-.A ..hart: One of the man Mr. Epstein interviewed for Ms 

; ! inquest" is Arlan Specter, now District Attorney of 
Pc.iladelphia, but in 1964, one of the principal invest!** 
- or the Warren Commission, charged with establishing the 
.(acts of the assassination. Mr. Specter thinks tha^Cocw ' 
did its Job well and came up with the right answers " " 


oPECTER : I would say after having prosecuted a great many 

cases that seldom would you ever find a case which was as 
persuasive that Oswald was the assassin and, in fact, the ' 
assassin, and we convict people in the criminal courts ev^V 
day right here In City Hall, Philadelphia. And the times ti 
death penalties are Imposed or life imprisonment - so that - 
so that the case does fit together. 


AAlh&R: In separate interviews we asked critic Spate- 

investigator Specter to discuss some of the central i 
that must determine how well or how badly the Warren 
did its work. 


in e-.c 
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EtSTEIN: Part of the Job of the Warren Commission was rest-: 

confidence in the American government. And for this he had • 
pick seven very respectable men, men who would lend their"' a- 
and lend probity to the report. And so that the oroblem u«s 
• n any seven men he picked -of this sort, they would have ver’ 
little time for the investigation. 

They would also have two purposes . One purpose would be to 
find the truth, all the facts. The other puroose would be to 
allay rumors, to dispel conspiracy theories and material of' 
that sort. 

.SPECTER: My view is that there is absolutely no foundation fo 

that type of a charge. When the President selected the 
Commissioners, he chose men of unblemished reputation and verv 
high standing, lhe Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
united Stated would have no reason whatsoever to be expedient 
ur to search for political truths. Nor would Allen W* Duiip.- 
the former head of the C.I.A., nor would John McCloy, 'with 
r,is distinguished service in government, nor would the 
Congressional or Senatorial representatives. 

Cow, the same thing . was true of the staff members. When it 
came time to select the individuals to serve as assistant 
counsel and general counsel, men were chosen from various 
parts of the United States who had no connection with 
government, 

EPSTEIN : For example, there were rumors concerning the F B.I. 

or various intelligence agencies, I noticed that there were' 
a number of memorandums where tha--whsra“-»from Warren to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, who was in charge of the Secret 
Service, assuring that their. findings wouldn't impair the 
efficiency or the morale of the Secret Service. 'And the same 


